Press Release: December 2009
Brogdale Farm Gets Top Marks for Educational Visits
Brogdale Farm, Faversham, has shown itself to be top of the form for educational visits by being awarded a Learning Outside the Classroom Quality Badge. 
Awarded by the Council for Learning Outside the Classroom, the Quality Badge combines for the first time learning and safety into one easily recognisable badge for all organisations providing learning outside the classroom experiences.

Sally Roger, marketing manager at Brogdale, said “Being awarded the Quality Badge is a real coup for all the staff here as it shows that we offer young people the type of high quality learning experiences they really benefit from. We're thrilled to get official recognition for our efforts and we look forward to welcoming even more children and young people from the local area to Brogdale.”
Brogdale Farm is home to the National Fruit Collections – the largest collection of fruit trees and plants in the world including more than 2,200 varieties of apple, 550 of pear, 350 of plum, 320 of cherry and smaller collections of bush fruits, nuts and grapes.
The Quality Badge was developed as part of the Learning Outside the Classroom Manifesto, a national initiative to ensure young people are given more opportunities to have these experiences as part of the curriculum. The badge is designed to make it easier for teachers to identify providers of quality educational visits. Organisations will display the badge as a signal to schools that their venue has met required standards, so teachers do not need to carry out their own risk or quality assessments.

Ed Balls, Secretary of State Children, Schools and Families, said:  “Educational visits are among the most memorable experiences in a child’s school life.  Quality Badges offer teachers a guarantee that not only is a venue providing the sort of educational value that they can build on in class long after the visit but they also have the appropriate risk management structures in place.

It is a significant victory in our battle to move away from the misguided perception that learning outside the classroom is a potential minefield for teachers.  I want to see teachers using Quality Badges as practical decision making tool. It should ensure that many more young people have memorable, exciting and valuable learning outside the classroom experiences. I congratulate Brogdale Farm on being awarded the badge.”
The Quality Badge is available to large and small organisations providing quality learning outside the classroom experiences and managing risk effectively. Organisations already awarded the badge include museums, adventurous activity and field study centres, places of worship, art galleries, visitor attractions and farms, with many more starting to apply.

For more information about the Learning Outside the Classroom Quality Badge, please visit www.lotcqualitybadge.org.uk
-ends-

Notes to editors:

Brogdale Farm is run by Brogdale Collections, a social enterprise company with the principle aim of creating awareness and interest in The National Fruit Collections and to enhance the long term sustainable future for the living collections at Brogdale Farm.

Opening times

10.00am to 5.00pm 7 Days a week 

Guided walks are available Tuesday – Sunday - times are: 11.00am, 13.00pm and 14.30pm

Self-guided walks available 7 days per week during opening hours 

2010 festivals

Cherry 10 & 11 July

Cider 25 & 26 September

Apple 23 & 24 October

Event Dates

Blossom 17 18 April
Soft Fruit Day 27 June
Plum day 15 August
Nut Day 19 September

For further information contact:

Wendy Raeside

Coast Communications

T. 01233 503200
M. 07745 642 365

E: info@coastcommunications.co.uk
Or 

Sally Roger

Brogdale Collections

T. 01795 536250

M. 07771 545575

E. sallyroger@brogdalecollections.co.uk
